FIELD TRIALS

retrievers demonstrate equal perfection in nose,
brain, and general utility work, speed and style
may decide the issue in favour of a retriever
which shows such ideal finish.

Similarly at spaniel trials, the control of a dog
by its handler was, at one period, often overdone;
and an impression was widely held that a field
trial spaniel could only work in co-operation
with its handler's feet! But nowadays, more
initiative is encouraged.

Whilst on the subject of false impressions, it
may be interesting to consider other details.

FIELD TRIAL FALLACIES

Perhaps the most extraordinary statement
which is often made (and, strangely enough,
sometimes believed by otherwise sensible shoot-
ing men) is the suggestion that only unsteady
dogs can be really good retrievers, and that
therefore the competitors at field trials should not
be required to be under good control! In the
first place we must realize one very interesting
point in the arguments advanced by the
supporters of the wild dog, viz., they always
assume, as a matter of course, that all the other
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